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SUBJECT: WEEKLY SITREP, 26 MARCH- APRIL 1, 1973 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION SAIGON EROM CAN THO APR 1 
REPEATED EOR YOUR INFO 

QUOTE CAN THO 01 12 

1 . SUMMARY: THE BATTLE EOR THE HONG NGU ENTRY POINT ONCE 
AGAIN DOMINATED THE WEEK' S EVENTS IN THE DELTA. THE 
FIGHTING IS FAR FROM OVER AND FURTHER ENGAGEMENTS ARE 
EXPECTED IN THE COMING WEEK. THE JMC ENDED ITS BRIEF 

AND UNPRODUCTIVE PEACEKEEPING ROLE AND WITH ITS DEPARTURE 
THE AMERICAN MILITARY PRESENCE IN MR IV CAME TO AN END. 

VC/ NVA PROPAGANDA AND TERRORISM INCREASED. EXCEPT FOR A 
FLAMBOYANT DEMONSTRATION ON MARCH 26 FARMERS' DAY, THE 
GVN WENT ABOUT ITS BUSINESS AS USUAL. 

2. SECURITY SITUATION: 

A . MILITARY ACTIVITY MEASURED BY THE NUMBER OF INCIDENTS 
INCREASED SLIGHTLY DURING THE WEEK FROM 40 TO OVER 50 DAILY. 
MOST INCIDENTS WERE ATTACKS BY EIRE RESULTING IN RVNAE 
CASUALTIES OF BETTER THAN 15 KIA AND ALMOST 100 WIA A LAY- 
ABOUT THE POST- CEASEFIRE AVERAGE. VC/ NVA CASUALTIES WERE 
LOWER THAN USUAL. DURING TWO DAYS THIS WEEK HOWEVER RVNAF 
CASUALTIES EXCEEDED THOSE OF THE VC/ VNA. MOST CASUALTIES 
CONEIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



PAGE 02 SAIGON 05369 020633 Z 

RESULTED FROM LOCAL GUERRILLA OPERATIONS AND LEAVE THE 
IMPRESSION THAT SOME RE AND PE UNITS IN THE DELTA ARE 
UNDULY RELAXED AND LETTING THEIR HOPES FOR A CEASEFIRE 
EXCEED THE REALITIES OF THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

B. WITH THE BATTLE FOR AN ENTRY POINT UNDERWAY IN NORTHERN 
KIEN PHONG, THE MAJORITY OF THE FIGHTING TOOK PLACE THERE. 
ELSEWHERE IN MR IV, VC/ NVA UNITS WERE COMMITTED TO CLEARING 
SUPPLY ROUTES AND UNDERTOOK SMALLER ENGAGEMENTS IN KIEN 
GIANG AND BAC LIEU. NORMALLY CONTESTED CHUONG THIEN AND 
DINH TUONG WERE QUIET. CIVILIAN CASUALTIES INCREASED 
WITH A RISE IN VC TERRORISM, ROAD AND WATERWAY MININGS. 

A TRAGIC ANNEX TO THE HONG NGU BATTLE, VC/ NVA SHELLING 
OF TAN CHAU IN NORTHERN CHAU DOC PROVINCE CONTINUED 
DESPITE ICCS INVESTIGAIIONS. 

3. ICCS/JMC: WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE US, DRV, AND PRG 
DELEGATIONS ON MARCH 31, THE FPJMC WOUND UP ITS BRIEF AND 
UNPRODUCTIVE CARPER. RANKING ARVN OFFICERS IN MR IV ARE 
OPTIMISTIC THAT THE TPJMC WILL SHORTLY BE ORGANIZED. 

SEVERAL PRG OEFICERS REMARKED THEY WILL RETURN TO SERVE 
ON THE NEW COMMISSION. MEANWHILE DURING THE WEEK, LONG 
DORMANT ICCS REGION VI MANAGED TO CONDUCT ITS FORIS INVESTI- 
GAION SINCE ITS ARRIVAL. THE EEFECTIVENESS OF BOTH REGIONS 
WILL BE HURT BY THE DEPARTURE OF THE AMERICAN JMC. ICCS 
TEAMS RELIED HEAVILY ON THEIR AMERICAN COLLEAGUES FOR SUPPORT 
AND INFORMATION. DISPITE THE US DEPARTURE, CHANCES OF ICCS 
REGION VII CONTINUING ITS NUMEROUS, THOUGH GENERALLY 
INCONCLUSIVE, INVESTIGATIONS ARE BETTER THAN THOSE OF 
REGION VI. AS OE MARCH 28 REGION VII HAD CONSIDERED 60 GVN 
PROTESTS AND LAUNCHED 30 INVESTIGATIONS. REGION VII' S 
INVESTIGATIONS WERE HAMPERED BY SHODDY GVN DOCUMENTATION AND 
OCCASIONALLY DOCTORED EVIDENCE . 

4. COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES: VC POLITICAL ACTIVITY DURING THE 
WEEK CONSISTED PRINCIPALLY OF PROPAGANDA AND TERRORISM. 
IMPORTANT PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGNS, STRENGTHENED OCCASIONALLY 
WITH TEMPORARY ABDUCTIONS, WERE CONDUCTED IN INSEUCRE AREAS 
OF VINH BINH AND CHAU DOC PORIVNCES. REPORTEDLY THE VC 

USED THESE SESSIONS TO EXPLAIN THEIR POST- CEASEFIRE 
SITUATION. TERRORISM ALSO ROSE SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE DELTA, 

WITH PSDF AND LOCAL OFFICIALS BEARING THE BRUNT OF VIET 
CONG ATTENTION. 

5. GVN ACTIVITIES: 

A. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ITS FARMERS' DAY EXTRAVAGANZA, THE 
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PRESIDENT THIEU, GVN DIGINATARIES, AND 60,000 VISITORS, CAME 
TO CAN THO MARCH 26 TO CELEBRATE THE END OF THE HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL LAND REFORM PROGRAM. THIEU USED THE OCCASION 
TO SPELL OUT HIS EIVE YEAR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

B. NATIONAL RECONCILATION: ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM THE 
COMMANDER OE THE 7 TH DIVISION AND THE AN XUYEN PROVINCE 
CHIEE, THE MR IV COMMANDER HAS AUTHORIZED, UNDER TERMS OF 
ARTICLE IV OF THE JMC COVENTION, CONTROLLED TALKS AT CORPS 
AND SUBORDINATE COMMAND LEVELS WITH VC/ NVA COMMANDERS. 
OTHERWISE, ONLY THE LOWEST AND LEAST SIGNIFICANT FORMS 
OF ACTION APPEAR TO BE TAKING PLACE. IN AN XUYEN 
AND OTHER HIGHLY INSECURE AREAS OE THE DELTA, RF AND PF 
UNITS HAVE BEEN IN EREQUENT CONTACT WITHE THE VIET CONG 
SINCE THE CEASEEIRE. SIGNED BARNES UNQUOTE 
BENNETT 
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